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EXHIBIT 4 -
Letter from W. H. Code, Chief Engineer, U.S.

Indian Inspection Service, to the Secretary of
the Interior (“SOI’”) (July 7, 1906), US0034274
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_tal soluble solids in 100,00C parts and the verdict of the chem-
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
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UNRITED BTATES INDIAN INSPECTION BERVICE,
Stewart Nevads,July 7,1905.
The Secretary of the Inte;ior,
Weshington,D.C.
9ir:=-
In compliance with your order of Kuroh 31,1906,I have
investizated conditions on the ¥alker River Reservation,Xevad-,

and have tlie honor to submit the following report.
Two nlans have been submitted to the Indian Office by

Superintendent J.R.Meskimmons, for furnishing the lands of this
reser¥etion with a water supnly. His first recommendation con-
templated the éonstruction of a central steam pumping plant and
the installation of = eefiesnof pumring stations &t varions

points on the reservation.Or as an alternative pumping proposi-

tion he suggested it would_be possible to elevate the water of
‘Walker Teke~ to a height of 52 fect and cover the irrigable area

gsouth of Schurz containing the greater portion of the newly el-.

lotted lands.
An analysis of the lske water ,however, which Superin-

tendernt Meskimmons hed made by the chemist of the State Univer-

aity disclosed the fact that i1t contained some 266 parts of to-

ist was thet the water was not suitahle for irrigation purpcsese
This fact is sufficiently disappointing to discourage the 1dea .
of using the water of walxer Leke éven ware other features of the
plen more fevorahle than those existing.

The plan of er~eting a central staam-electric plant at

L oy R o e Bt e e G, 3 . e -/
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some point on the Railroad to supn»iy power to electriocslly driv-
en pumping stations for furnighing a snnnlemantel supnly of wntar,

wonls not in my opinion,he practicrhla owing to the larcc oozt

of ®uel,and the further fact that the Indian lands to be irriguted

sre mediocre *n quality,located in a region where land values-
bssed vrron orop returng-are not sufficisntly high tc warrant i

such un evxpensive irrigation sunply.The figures submitted as to

TR s Tt

initial cost and subsejuent expense of opcration for & similar ;
contral steam plant in my lest renort on the Pima project,were 1
8o lerge that the »nlan conld not be enthusiastically endorsed

even fcr & territory where lunds with water are several tines

more valuable than they would ever become onthe Walker River Res- 1
ervation. If cheap water bﬁwer could he obtained the nlan of l
furnishing supplemental waters by pumping would be worthy of
consideration., Unfortunately such »nwer sites &8s czuld be con-
structed at reasonable expense Aré located many riles shove the
reservation on the Eist and Wesf Walker Rivers,and the expsnse of
transmission lines would be large.

Furtherrore ,1it wonlad hardiy be precticakble to construct
sueh ¢ »lunt in view of the faset trof the eleectric pomer would
only be needed For a few months of éVery vear for irrips+ion
purrosss during the psriod of low water. ]

It is e#ltogether probuhle,udwever, that ere leng nower of

thic noture w111 he brought down thronwh the Smith and Misen Vel-
leys by gprivate cupital nd if s¢ ivi:sht be axtonded on to the reos- E
erv-tisp, arovided any wiras 55 Imnorftance ere found after the res-

ervu‘ icn is» thrown oren- Should this be done it wenld 1ikely be
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rmch chesper to rent & certain amount of power for the few ronths

it woula be needed during the period of low water in the river-

This suggestion 1s somewhat speoculative however,but for the pres-
ent pumping water on the reservation could not be recormmendede. ‘

Regervoirx. Construction.

Upon arriving in Carson City I took steps at once to as-

certain the stutus of the Alkali Leke reservoir site,the ecquire-

s U ISP

ment of which was advocated in Superintencent Keskirrons' last
report of Earch 2nd as & possible solution of the water probleme

3y examining the records in tkre state and United State land offices,
1t was found ‘that Ir.T.B.Rickey owned or controlled by far the

greater portion of the lunds embrecing the site in Neveda, Inclu-

ding the lands on which would be located the outlet canils «nd
tunnel. A portion of the site 1s in Culifornia end he has lurge
holdings embri.cing the site in that state including lsnds through
which the suppiy cenzls leading from thg west Walker River to

the reservoir must of necessity traverse-

Thése facts are known to the Departmeng since I subse-
quently learned that Nr.Rickey had filed meps with his applica—‘
tion for & perrit to comstruct this reservoir which showed the
ralative uréas of nrivate and public lunds. .

I then visited the Unfted States Ait%orney,Samuel Plaft,
and learned that he hsd lately receivad instructicns fror. the US.
Attorney General to écnfer with Supervising Engineer Tayvlor o7
the reclamation survey and to take such steps usvwere neaaeeary
to protect the rights of the Govarnment ,all vacant linds ccn-

tained withiin the seid site having been withdruwn fror catry un-

der t*c¢ nrovisicns of tlhe reclumution wct®

PLEAB00018250-5
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B

Wishing to learn at once the intentions of the reclamation

gservice with reference to the .site in question,I conferred with

Lr.Turlor wno informed me that it was not tha intention of the
survey tc sutrender this site.de gave 1% &s his opinicn thet the
¥olker River project wvould be carrled “hrough notwithstending |
that the present attitude 'of some of the lérge'landholdefs in

the Smith and Xason Valleys 1is antagonistio to the idec of

L )
VIR Lo H mas o

surreniering all of their holdings in excess of the areas spec-
ified in the reclamation act. He further stated that 1f the sat-
tlers on the Welker refused %o conform to the rejuifremsnts of
the Tepertment ,the storsge vwaters could be conveyed by canels

into the Carson River &and he applied on other lands in connec-

tion with the Truokee-Carson project in process of construction.
I obtained Z2rom hi@ the -encloscd blue print which outlines
in red ink the toundaries within which &1l publis lands have
been withdrawn from entry under the first form of withdrswel.
It will be noted that these houndary lines embrace the
Wallker river from the Indien reservation to “Je head wuters of
its chief tributaries,the Egst and West Talker,snd the p ssible
reservoir sites are noted thereon. iir.Tuylor steted +“hut there
was sufficient storase capacity in the reserve®r sites shemm
or existing,to provide all irrigeble lunds contijuous to Tulker

River with water,including the ellotted l:nds of the reservation .

As moetters now satcond, therefore, I do vo* sze hiov “Te In-
diens carn «t &ny time in the near future chicin t:s LicacTits of {
s%oraze by proce«ding alons independent 1ines.If Yrowever the Czv-

armmant constructe these rasarveiws, in 4hs Putiure under Yie ro-
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olamation uwot,arrangements should he effected whereby the In-
dians nay obtain additlonal water for their allotments.

“The enclosed letter,(Exhibit 1,),receiVed from the Tnited

States Distriot Attorney gives the status of affairs to dcte in

oonmection with the Alkali Lels reservoir proposition and he elso J

refers to th~ pending suit wi*» reference *o the ~djudication of

ey

water rizhts on the Walker river in which the Government will
intervene in behalf of the Indians.

) In connection with the contemplated law suit referred
to I find that matters are Bomewhat-in statu quo at present.

The plan which 1t is honed nay be carrisd out in deter-

minirg the righte of the various parties to the suit, contem- 1
nletes thet the State ﬁngineer shall he appointed a master in
Chencery to teke the testirony and conmpile the cvidence offered
by the respective appropristors of water from the river.Uﬁon
the evidence thus subritted he will.suhsequently determine.up-
on the relative priories dbasing his decision unon certain well
definad n»ripciples of‘irrigayion law,which principles are to be
subscribed tc and agreed upon in advance by all parti es to the™
suit. fAis firndings to he the basia for a subseguent court de;ree.

The Stete Engineer has been unable %o date to dbring
ebout a2 unenirmity of fuvorahle oninion =rong the many parties
to tre sult =ith referznce to the fundeamental principles re-

ferred to.Ee is hopeZul of success but the outlook 1s nnt enccur-

aging for & specedy adjuficction along these lines.

It is en unfortunate “ect *thet the Indisns of the Walled

Tiver roservetion will not be able to obhtein eny considersble

cmeunt of veler uwring ce:sens of scant cunply subsequent to :

PLEABO0018250-7
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July 1ste.

?he whilte settlers qbove them have been ocoupying and
ferming lends in the Srith end Mason V;lleys for over 40 years,
taking out ditches in the early 60's and having earlier prior-
ites of eppropriation then the Igdianq,whose first attempt ot |

diteh construction wss begun in sbout 1668 by the building of whst, ;1

as stated by Superintendent Meskirrons in his renort of January
L24_'j was hut a sm'all. ditch and irrigated only a 'few acres of lend
which wis irrigated not so muoh for sultivation as it was for
raising wild hayt wnile they enjoy &n qariy priority of diver-
sion the erea of lsnd irrigated was small; |

If thery can establish title to sufficient water during

such periods to irtigete one third of thelr present farmed
areas of sone 1400 acream 1t will be &3 much as we can r easonebly:
count upen. Attorney Platt with the deta that has been furnished

him by Special Agent Conser end Superintendent Neskimrons will

#ndoubt::dly seocure to the Indians their rights in the premises;
' . : oy

but as matters stand 1t is altogether probahle that the larger

fortion of Indian holdings now in cultivation will he forced to

depend chiefly on surnlus spring and early sumrer's veter for

an irrigation suprply.

"After my oonferences with United States “t*torney Platt

and Sunervising Enzineer Taylor relative to the Allell “uie

Fgsorvoir site,I proceedrd tc the Walker River Reservalion ,und
in compeny with Supt.keskirm-ons ade a jovrner us the Well: - !
end Wept Waller rivers examin‘-3 +'c dam site ot lower e¢nd of ’

Srith Valley,(See view 1,Page .),enroute. This ie & fine notorel

PLEAB00018250-8
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8ite 1f bed rook,is within reasonable distunce, but the storage 1
capacity would not be large owing to the narrowness of the velley
tnd hesvy fall of river ahove the site . A.maéonry der &t thls
point carried tc A height of 150 feet sbove the bed of streenm
would eﬁsily cost a :illion dollars,hencae it is not e projecf

for the Indian Bureau to oconsider. We then visited the Alksli.

L st

Lake(Rickey) site,so scon 0 Be A hone of sontention. Tt fs a
fine natursl site,en almost mountsin locked basin located a fow
miles from the West Walker River and into which the flood waters
of the latter could be easiiy led by cheeply constructed cansls.
The water thus stored oquld be relessed from the raservoit by

means of a tunnel and deep cuts through a low point in the rim

of the bssin. f
The outlet works e&nd the heevy dlke, which would be ehout [

three fourths of a mile in length, &t the upper end of aitelwould
constitute the most expensive features of the work. Views 2-3-4-
Pages A. end B attached 1llustrate the nature of the site and it
w11l ba noted that the bottom of the &4%® which contains about

280 ecres of vacant Government land is submerged,Xr.Ricker having é

been turning flood weter into the bssin for some time. At the

time of our visit he had 2 snell force of men engaged in the sink-
ing of & lerge civeuler shuft for the construction of the gete ;
tower cn the 1line of “he proposed outlet tunnel.

I cubsequently met Kr.Rickey in Cerson City upon his ‘

reau=st and ~ gave re his views with reforence to the pronosed

law e:if concerning the divigion of the waters of Walker River.

He ¢lso tonnii:d wzon the reservaoir proposition,end es I wes shout

te lrave .wked 15 T trought the Iniien huream woeuld considar o

PLEAB00018250-9
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|
proposition from him to furnish a supply of storage wuater to the ;
Indian allotments on the reservation,upon fha completion of his
reservoir. In view of my knowledge of the impending action against
him b the Government I could menifestly not give him any infor-
ration with respect to the probable attitude of the Indian Buresau. 9

L & e

Reoommendations.

—

In view of the existing conditions and after a careful in- }

spection of the lands of the reservation coupled with data obtained

—

through prelininary survegs made by Buperintendent Meskimmons un-
der my direction,I have the honor to submit the following recom- ‘§

-mendufions.i.e-

1st Thet the present reservation canal on the east side of
Waller Biver Xnown as ditch No«2 be enlarged and extended to - i

ocover about 5,000 acres of -.: allotrents as indicated on- sccom- ; i
|

penying map "A".

S

2nd. Theat Supt.Meskimméns be directed to forward me the re-

—

sults of his final surveys now being conducted 1n e ccord-

ance with my recormmendetions.

3rd. That Buperintendent Asbury be instiructed to at once

——p—

make application with the State Engineer for pemmission

to appropriate 150 cubis feet of water per second of the
surplus waters of Welker River for the berefit of the In-
diens for the contemplated enlarged cunal,Supt.Megiivrong
to furnish him with the necessary deteils witb.refrrence tc
the proposed enlurgemcnt’which will be derunded by the

State ZLZnginecer.

PLEAB00018250-10
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5th-

River ressrvation for irrigetion work during the fiscal

year 1907, A portion of this fund will need to ba expended

in the purchase of two plow teams,some slip and Fresno
scrapers,plows,shovels,mattocks,ouble frepa ,etc.,a full

estimate 0 which will be subritted by Bupt Asbury and

Xeskimnons,should this reccommendation be approved.If Sypt. ?

Aghury be authorized to purchese this equipment it will
relieve the Supt.of Irrigation from carrying same on his

perty accounte.

0.

pro- !

That the work be prosecuted under the personal super-

vision of Supt.Meskimsons under the general direcotion of

Enginear Hill or myself. The force of Indians which can be

obtained will not be lerse end the Superintendent should

be able to handla *the work with a good foremcn,one rod

man and & chain man.Later on he will need a few carpenters.

The reesons leecding wp to the recommsndations ahove

wade nre ag Tollors:

Ar ingpection of the Government records of the gaging

stetior in Welker Xiver meer Wotruelkn loceted ‘mmediately

above the reservetion and below all canals now d"vertinL

—~——

water ‘rom the “ilker Riv.r or its tributs+ias, demonst rates

the fact thet excopt in wwusuaily dry seasons there 1s am-

ple waeter aveileble until eurly in July to wrrrant this

canal for ‘%= purpose of usdng the surslus or flood weters

for zrair cwc)s.

I Ww:ve interrozated ranry Pemers and men familier

PLEAB00018250-11
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July ist, a oror can be cocuntsd upon. I have personally examined
many grain fields now growing whiéh would yield exoellent crops
without further irrigetion this season. ) ]

The records of flow at the gtation named for July 1lst

during the past five years are as follows:® <
July 15t,1902. Gage height not given but 47 seo.feet beingz in %{
river on July 22- demonstrates that a good flow i)

1

existed until July 10th at least.

July 1st,1903. 664 sec.feet and 251 sec.feet on July 9th.

July 1st,1904. 1082 seoc.feet and en abundanca until Auguétzlst.

July 1st 1905. 114 sec.feet on July 6th~ 57 sec.feet,a very |
dry years

July lst,1966- Highest water in many years and an abundcnce
assured for all seasone. -

Since one ysar of heavy anow fall such as oococurred during
the past winter.generally insures fwo suceeeﬁing seasons of em-
ple summer water,it 1s altogether probable that the summer of :
1907 will akso show & substantial flow at Wabuska during July.

It {s my belic? therefore that sufficient surplus waters
can be annually ebteined for the growing of grain crops,and that
this ocenal 1s warrantcd as. in the instence of the new Yakira
canal,uvon the grounds that a ™ helf loaf is hetter thun no
bread."

There are some 8,000 eores of lend rnewly allotted wrich
w111l be covered hy the proposed canal,but probably not to excced

4 ,000 scres will be worth irrigating for the present at leest-

PLEAB00018250-12
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Soms of the lands allotted to o0ld people and situated rear

Walker lLake are very poor,comprising salt grass flats and
.saﬁd dunea of a ocharasoter which no white man would care to leese.
Super‘ntendent Casson burposely gave these lands to old people,

who would be unable to farm them even if of higk grades .

From the results of suoh preliminary surveys as have bee I

TN PP

made to dete under my dircotion I estimate the cost ofcovering

ﬂéé 5,000 acres at approximately $50,000.00 including the neces-
sary laterals.If this expenditure 13 spread over & period of |
three years it wiil be probably as fast ss the work can be pros- N
ecuted with.tﬁellimited number of able bodied men available. )

With the building of this canal nd necessary latergls end the

construction of a high llne lateral from ditch Fo.3 covering

some few hundréd scres of lerd west of Schurz $he Indians will

have &11 the land covered it will be possible for *hem te ferm.
It 1s a discourtging feeture in connection with this
recomrendutionythat the best of the lands to he cevered by this

canal are mediocre/henae no grea®t expense for reclamation would

be warranted,sveh oo vwanld obtrcin by the huillins o2 centrel’ %

steaﬂ 2lent | Independent storage raservolrs or Twdro Electric

: B it e
L e e avtbac Al T O g I

- g

.
& s

power nlants.
" }

The Tndians have been ziven the best and practically
all of tie irrigahle 1::ds Lowever,hernce there seems o be no
other ecvrrze Yo pursue save te build the ditches recormended

and let them mele the - st prssible use of their héldings .

The construection of thics crontl wenld he &n escential

prelicinery €2 any nlan for Chelr relief whiekh cex be suzpgested.

PLEAB00018250-13
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S <18~
It would be needed With the quota o' eurplus or flood waters
f”%ff' .itbﬁill furnish the al otments in avent that supplemental weters
be eupnlied the lends in the future either through storage or by
-nmoans of pumping plants 0perated by rented hvdro electric jower.
In closing I desire to spesk thus early in behalf of these
Indians. If the Government aoquires and bonétrﬁcts in the future
7the Alkali Laka raservoir in addition to others in contemplation *
in connectwon with the Walker River or other projects ,I 8incere-
1y hope it will be your pleasure to effect some arrangements where- ‘
by these Indiéné may obtain the behefits of storage,and be insured |

future inderendences:

‘~‘ EZnclosed herewith are letters forwarded me bearing upon the

i- - subject 1in hando': T )
o Very respectfully,
‘ AR '1;£9pi§f-ﬁnginqefaf
| s 5 . l

EXH 1B 2 s PRSI ST /A/-Sqfaﬂdwﬂri;/724hf ‘
' WL §
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